
  
HIDDEN COAST PADDLING FESTIVAL ITINERARY 

www.hiddencoast.net/hcpf1.html 
Please Note: The Information Booth listed below will have tide charts, paddling maps, weather information, 

area maps and area information. Please file float plans here before heading off on self-guided paddles.  

 
 

SUWANNEE ITINERARY – September 20 – 21 

 

Area & Accommodation information: www.SuwanneeRiverChamber.com 
Festival Information Booth: Suwannee Community Center – Open: 20-21 

Main outfitter (contact for kayak rentals): www.Suwanneeguides.com 

(Take Hwy 19 to Old Town, turn south towards Suwannee on Hwy 349. The Community Center is on 
the left about a  ¼ mile before the end of 349  in the community of Suwannee and across from Salt Creek 

Restaurant. Parking, picnic tables, restrooms are available at the Community Center. 

 
UPRIVER EVENT: this event takes place upriver from the Suwannee Estuary and is a nine-mile downriver 
paddle. Those not wishing to take part in this event can go straight to the community of Suwannee 
where the Suwannee Information Booth will be open all day September 20-21st – see Suwannee Estuary 
and Near-Coastal Events below for more information. 
 
Recommended Accommodation for the Upriver Event:  

¶ Manatee Springs State Park www.floridastateparks.org/manateesprings/ right on the Suwannee 
River (Sunday night only if planning to attend Suwannee events) 

¶ Days Inn, Chiefland www.daysinn.com 352-493-9400. (Sunday night only if planning to attend 
Suwannee events) 

Monday, Sept. 20th: Fanning Springs - Manatee Springs Shuttle / paddle 

¶ Meet at Manatee Springs State Park at 9:00a.m. 

¶ Drive or be shuttled to Fanning Springs State Park 

http://www.hiddencoast.net/hcpf1.html
http://www.suwanneeriverchamber.com/
http://www.suwanneeguides.com/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/manateesprings/
http://www.daysinn.com/


¶ Paddle from Fanning Springs down to Manatee Springs - approximately 9 miles 
This event is free, unless you need some of the following services: 

¶ Transport for you & your kayak or canoe from Manatee Spr. to Fanning Spr. to start your 
paddle @ $8.00 per boat. 

¶ Rental of a canoe or Kayak, which will be at Fanning Springs for the start of the paddle @ 
$15.00 per boat.  

Note: Park fees are not included.  $6.00 per car, up to 6 people or $2.00 per person.  
To sign up for the shuttle or canoe/kayak rental, contact Suwannee Guides at 352-542-8331 or 
kaysuw@gmail.com, or see www.Suwanneeguides.com  
 
 

SUWANNEE ESTUARY AND NEAR-COASTAL EVENTS 
Recommended Accommodation:  

¶ Anderson Landing River Camp, Suwannee http://www.billsfishcamp.com/rivercamp.html 

¶ Bill’s Fish Camp, Suwannee http://www.billsfishcamp.com 

¶ Suwannee Rental Houses http://suwanneeriverchamber.com/rental.php. 
 
Monday afternoon, Sept. 20th:  
¶ Guided paddle by Russ McCallister of Suwannee Guides to Odlund Island, visiting the original settler's 

home and family cemetery.  He will share the historical information of the area.  Then the paddlers will 
head out to Cat Island, one of the barrier Islands of Suwannee, and the site of a pre-Columbian Indian 
settlement and burial ground.  The paddle will start at 1:00pm, meeting at the ramp next to Salt Creek 
Restaurant, with parking available at the Community Center, across the street. 

 
Monday evening, Sept. 20th:  

¶ Paddler’s discount for dinner with a great view available at Salt Creek Restaurant, just across 
from the Community Center, and Suwannee Café, next to the Post Office. Check in at the 
Suwannee Community Center Information Booth for maps, trip information, tide charts, movies 
and socializing during the day and evening. 

 
Tuesday, Sept 21st: Paddling the Suwannee River delta and near-coastal waters.  

¶ File a float plan and check in at the Suwannee Community Center for maps of suggested trips 
such as a paddle to lovely Cat Island with its white sand beach at the mouth of the Suwannee 
River, or a trip along the wild and beautiful  Gopher River, a small tributary to the Suwannee. 
 

¶ Lower Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge Estuary Tour 10am-2pm with Wild Florida 
Adventures. Bring your own kayak or rent one for the tour. Reservations and information 352-
215-4396 and www.wild-florida.com . 
 

¶ Guided trips into the backwaters of the Suwannee River Delta where fresh and brackish creeks 
wind through swamplands of startling beauty and open “meadows” of water grasses until they 
join the broad Suwannee River. This event is free, unless you need to rent a canoe or kayak @ 
$15.00 per boat from Suwannee Guides at 352-542-8331 or kaysuw@gmail.com, or see 
www.Suwanneeguides.com . Both trips start at 10:00am from Anderson Landing State River 
Camp with two options: 

o Richard Herman will lead a paddle through the short loop of the Lower Suwannee 
National Wildlife Refuge. This paddle is perfect for beginners, as it goes from Demory 
Creek to Lock Creek and back to Suwannee via the main river.  It will last about 1 1/2 
hours, and is an easy paddle. 

o Russ McCallister, with Suwannee Guides & Outfitters, will lead a paddle through the 
larger loop of the Lower Suwannee National Refuge. This is also an easy paddle, perfect 

mailto:kaysuw@gmail.com
http://www.suwanneeguides.com/
http://www.billsfishcamp.com/rivercamp.html
http://www.billsfishcamp.com/
http://suwanneeriverchamber.com/rental.php
http://www.wild-florida.com/
mailto:kaysuw@gmail.com
http://www.suwanneeguides.com/


for all levels of experience, but it is longer.  It should take about 3 - 4 hours, including 
Demory Creek to Shingle Creek and returning on the Lower Suwannee River. 

 
Tuesday night, Sept 21st:  Community Get Together 
The Suwannee Chamber of Commerce invites you to join the community in a Chicken and Rice dinner, 
with all the “fixin’s” and featuring homemade desserts.  Dinner is free for all participants and their 
friend/spouse/children.  After dinner, a very interesting program will be presented by Dr. Dawn Miller, 
DVM, of the Eye of the Eagle Wildlife Sanctuary, featuring birds of prey with live birds!  This is a ŘƻƴΩt-
miss event. 
  

** All trip times and destination are subject to change due to weather. 
Please note: All photographs herein are copyrighted material. Do not copy without permission of Suwannee Guides & Outfitters. 


